Effect of D-penicillamine on liver glutathione.
D-penicillamine is believed to protect against liver injury induced by certain chemicals. This view is based on the assumption that penicillamine is a structural analogue of cysteine, methionine, and congeners which protect against liver injury, perhaps by preventing GSH depletion, and that penicillamine also prevents GSH depletion. Our data indicate on the other hand that penicillamine actually depletes GSH and in animals may predispose to rather than prevent hepatic damage.